Top 3 Signs Your Brakes Need Servicing

Brake repair is an essential part of keeping a car in good condition. If brakes are not operating in peak condition, a driver is at greater risk for accidents and further damage to the brake system. Brake pads are the first defense in keeping the brakes in good shape. How can one know when it is time to service their brakes? There are three signs to look for when the brakes need repairing or replacing. 

Sign #1: Car swerves or brake pedal pulsates when brakes applied
The first sign that a car’s brakes need service is when it swerves or pulses when the brakes are applied. This can be caused by a worn rotor, which can give a pulsation feedback through the pedal.

A swerving or grabbing sensation can be caused by a stuck caliper or unevenly worn brake pads.

Sign #2: Brakes squeal when applied
The second sign a car needs new brake pads is a squealing noise when the brakes are applied. The pads, in this case, are so thin that metal is scraping on metal. Not only is this dangerous, it is also bad for the rotor, as it will ruin the braking surface of the rotor if not fixed immediately. If this happens, the rotor must be changed before it destroys the remainder of the brake system.

Sign #3: Brakes do not grip
This problem may be due to one of two issues: either a brake line is broken and leaking brake fluid, or the pads are rubbing metal against metal. The car must be taken to a service shop immediately if this happens.

Conclusion
Brake repair is important for all cars, but most new cars have relatively thin rotors, which means brake pads can be changed once or twice before the rotor needs replacing. It is usually less expensive to change out a rotor on a modern front wheel drive car than to repair it. 

